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Welcome
from the
Principal
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Newbattle Abbey College is a very
special place. Our role is to provide 
routes into, and back into, further 
and higher education in a way that 
fi ts with peoples’ needs and 
circumstances. Many of our
students are returning to education
after some time away, some also
come straight from school. 
All of them benefi t from the unique 
and supportive environment that 
the college offers. It really is a great 
community to belong to,
with students at the centre.

Our dedicated and skilled teaching
staff have a particular focus on
understanding and working with each
of our students, as well as teaching 
their subject specialisms. 

We also have a focus on wellbeing, 
recognising that it is as important 
as subject knowledge and skills.

We have specialist staff within our 
team who provide study and pastoral 
support on a personal level, and we 
are extending the use of our fabulous 
and historic estate to enhance the 
student experience.

As you look to the future, Newbattle
Abbey College is here to support you.
If you think we can be part of your 
next steps, we’d love to hear from you.

Best wishes
Roddy Henry
Principal

Welcome to our 2023-24 prospectus – I hope you 
fi nd it helpful in deciding what your next steps 
might be. If you would like to talk about any of the 
courses on offer, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
college – we are here to help you make the right choice.
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Our unique
environment

Jamie’s story

Jamie joined Newbattle in 2006 studying Social 
Sciences, he then went on to study Public Relations 
at Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh.
Jamie is now a College Relationship 
Manager for a company which 
improves learning through 
digital transformation. 
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What makes us special?

• Small classes, small learning groups 
 and a supportive learning 
 environment

• Strong ethos of support for learning

• Students contribute to all aspects 
 of college life and the student 
 experience is at the heart of all we do
 
• Incredible surroundings - 
 an 11th century Cistercian building   
 set with 125 acres of landscaped 
 park and mixed woodland
 
• Residential places available 
 on all courses

“ The teachers 
are inspirational and 
fantastic, I love to 
learn here” 
Jordi, current Access 
(SWAP) student

 

“Newbattle showed
me everything learning 
should be and more”
Jamie, former Newbattle student

 “There’s a really strong 
sense of support here - 
you feel it as soon as you 
walk in the door”
 Jimmy, current Access 
 (SWAP) student

“ The classes here 
are inspirational and 
made me fall in love 
with learning again” 
 



For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.
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Preparation for
Further Education

Overview 
The Preparation for Further Education 
course is delivered by Newbattle Abbey 
College, in partnership with Midlothian 
Council. 

This course provides excellent transition 
support, especially for those who have 
been out of education for some time. 
This course may also be of interest to 
school leavers wishing to expand and 
develop their qualifi cations. The course 
offers the opportunity to progress to fur-
ther education or, after additional study, 
higher education.

This course may be of interest to young 
adults wishing to expand and develop 
their qualifi cations.

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/AASS-prep-for-FE/

SCQF Level 4 

DURATION:
Starting in January 2024 for 18 weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
No formal qualifi cations
required

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
On successful completion of this course,
students can progress to the Access to 
Higher Education (SWAP) course at 
Newbattle Abbey College or other FE 
college courses at levels SCQF levels 5 and 6.

COURSE CONTENT
•  Psychology
•  Creative Writing
•  History
•  Philosophy
•  Politics
•  Sociology
•  Core skills



8 9

Scottish Wider Access Programme (SWAP)

Access to Higher
Education (SWAP)

Overview 
If you’ve always wanted to study 
for a degree, but don’t have the 
qualifi cations, this could be the 
course for you! 

Part of the Scottish Wider Access 
Programme (SWAP),this course 
offers a unique learning experience 
to adults with few or no qualifi cations. 
If students complete the course 
successfully, they can progress to 
higher education.Currently, our 
former students are studying a 
wide range of subjects, including 
Literature, Politics, Psychology, 
Social Work and History in 
universities across Scotland. 

Students can choose to study one of 
three course strands:
•   Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
•   Primary Education
•   Celtic Studies

Newbattle offers a unique experience 
to students:
•  It is one of the few colleges in the  
 UK where you can enjoy 
 residential living.
•  Our courses are tailored to individuals 
 with few or no qualifi cations.
•  It is a transformative learning 
 experience.
•  We offer high quality support and  
 extensive preparation for university  
 studies.

For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.

SCQF Level 6 

DURATION:
36 Weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
There are no formal entry requirements 
for SWAP programmes. Students must 
have been out of full-time education for 
3 years or more, at the start of the course. 

Students who have previous qualifi cations 
up to SCQF level 6 or below may also be 
eligible, provided these qualifi cations were 
obtained at least 5 years before starting the 
course. Special circumstances can be taken 
into consideration. If you’re not sure if you’re 
eligble for this course, do get in contact.

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
On successful completion of this course, 
students can progress to a range of 
degrees at universities in Scotland.

COURSE CONTENT
•  Communication
•  History
•  ICT
•  Literature
•  Maths
•  Philosophy
•  Politics
•  Psychology
•  Sociology
•  Academic Skills

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/arts-and-social-
sciences-access-to-he/



For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.
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NC Social Sciences

Unlike the Access to Higher Education 
Course (SWAP), you can begin this 
course directly from school. It’s also 
an  ideal entry route for adults 
returning to education.

This course is an introduction to the 
world of social sciences. You will learn 
about the society we live in, and what 
makes us into the people that we are.   

If you fi nd yourself asking “Why?” 
as you watch the news, listen to 
politicians or see problems in society, 
then this course will be of interest 
for you.

SCQF level 6 

DURATION:
36 Weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
•  Preparation for Further Education, or;
• Passes in at least 3 relevant subjects at  
 SCQF level 5 including Communication or
 English, or;
• Alternative qualifi cation or life experience  
 which demonstrates the ability to study at  
 this level, please get in touch to discuss.

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
• Entry to the Associate Degree Programme 
 at Newbattle Abbey College (HNC)
• HNC Social Sciences programmes at 
 other colleges
• Other programs which require some  
 awareness of society and people.

QUALIFICATIONS GAINED:
• NC group award at SCQF level 6 
 in Social Science
• 15 Credits at SCQF level 6 + 3 Credits  
 at SCQF 5
• Adult Achievement Award at SCQF 6

COURSE CONTENT:
• Core Skills *
• History
• Sociology
• Psychology
• Politics

*ICT, Core Maths, Communications and Literature

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/aass-nc-socsci/
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For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.

Higher National Certifi cate (HNC)

Social Sciences:
Associate Degree

What is an Associate Student?
Newbattle Abbey College and 
Queen Margaret University (QMU) 
have developed a new way to achieve 
a degree. As an Associate Student, 
you will be fully enrolled as a QMU 
student from day one, but you will 
study the fi rst year of your degree 
course at Newbattle Abbey College 
to complete an HNC.

Overview
Students who successfully complete this 
course will progress to Year 2 in certain 
undergraduate programmes at QMU. 
As you progress through your HNC
course, we will arrange visits to the 
university campus, workshops on
academic skills and guest lectures – this 
will ensure you are prepared for your
transition to 2nd year at Queen Margaret.

All applications for this course are 
through UCAS (code P5B9). 
Applications can be made to UCAS until 
the end of June or until the course closes.

SCQF Level 7

DURATION: 36 Weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
You will be expected to have three Highers 
at level C or above, preferably in English 
or Social Science subjects (Modern Studies, 
Psychology, Sociology, History, Geography 
and Religious, Moral and Philosophical 
Studies).

Students who have successfully completed 
a SCQF level 6 course, including Newbattle 
Abbey College’s NC in Social Sciences, will 
also be considered. For mature students, 
life skills and experience in the workplace 
may allow entry, subject to availability.

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
On successful completion of the
1st year of this course, students
will progress to 2nd year at Queen
Margaret University to study:

• BSc (Hons) Psychology
• BSc (Hons) Psychology & Sociology
•  BSc (Hons) Public Sociology

CONTENT
•  Sociology 
•  Psychology
•  Politics 
•  History
•  Research and Methodology

What are the
benefi ts for me?
Some people can be unsure about 
making the leap from school to university. 
Studying at college can be a good way to 
prepare yourself. One of the benefi ts for 
you may be that you get to study for 
a year in smaller classes than university. 
As you work through your HNC, the 
college will help you become more
independent and prepared for the
academic standards required at 
university.

If you have been out of education for a 
while, or have been working and now
want to gain a relevant qualifi cation, 
college may also be a more suitable
entry route for you. 

Colleges specialise in helping people 
return to education after a break, 
and learning styles are a lot more 
vocational and practical. 

The fi rst year of the Associate Student 
route is designed to refl ect these types 
of learning styles. 

You will be in a class where there are 
other Associate Students, who will be 
also moving on to QMU to complete 
their degree.
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APPLY NOW: 
www.nac.ac.uk/aass-assoc-degree/



For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.

For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.
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National Certifi cate (NC)

Rural Skills

Overview 
This full-time practical course offers 
an introduction to gardening and 
estate maintenance in the college’s 
magnifi cent Italian Gardens, 
woodlands and 125 acre estate.

The college provides all protective 
equipment and tools. The course runs 
for three days a week in college with an 
additional half day of study.

Students gain valuable work experience 
within the college estate.

.

SCQF Level 4

DURATION:
36 Weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
A keen interest in working outdoors in all 
seasons to develop your land-based skills 
and to help you move on to a higher level 
in further education or employment.

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
On successful completion of this course, 
students can progress onto land-based 
courses at other FE colleges or related 
employment.

COURSE CONTENT
•  Rural Estate Management
•  Rural Work Activities
•  Enterprise Activity
•  Developing Skills for Employment
•  An Introduction to Rural Environment
•  Rural Species Identifi cation and Habitats
•  Constructing Rural Features and 
 Structures
•  Laying Slabs and Paving
•  An Introduction to Gardening Skills
•  Introduction to Bedding Plant Production
•  Forestry: Woodland Skills
•  Soft Landscaping
•  Tree and Shrub Planting
•  Communication
•  ICT

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/rural-skills/

Higher National Certifi cate (HNC)

Horticulture

This innovative course is delivered 
in partnership with the University of 
the Highlands and Islands (UHI) in 
Argyll and will use the beautiful college 
grounds as a base for practical work.

Taught by specialist and experienced 
lecturers, this project-based and practical 
course provides an industry-relevant 
qualifi cation in commercial horticulture.
Newbattle Abbey College has formed 
a partnership with UHI Argyll to enable 
local access to this course. Students 
will join real-time, online lectures and 
tutorials with other students from 
across the country. Practical elements, 
which make up around 40% of the 
course, will be undertaken on our 
estate, supervised by Newbattle staff.

Students will also receive pastoral and 
learning support from our staff and be 
part of the Newbattle learning 
community.

SCQF Level 7

DURATION:
36 Weeks

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:
• 1 Scottish Higher at Grade C or above, or; 
• 1 A level at Grade D or above, or; 
• National Certifi cate in Horticulture 
 (SCQF level 5 or above), or; SVQ 3 in 
 Horticulture or related subject

PROGRESSION ROUTES:
• Retail horticulture such as 
 garden centres
• Private estates/homes eg 
 National Trust
• Commercial nursery
• Landscaping
• Self-employment

COURSE CONTENT
• Creation of gardens and green spaces
• Ecology and environment for horticulture
• Maintenance of gardens and green spaces
• Plant biology
• Production horticulture
• Social and therapeutic horticulture

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/hnc-horticulture/
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Forest College

NEWBATTLE’S FOREST COLLEGE 
IS A NATIONAL CENTRE TO 
SUPPORT LIFELONG LEARNING 
OUTDOORS AND AIMS TO:

•  Support all learners in early years,  
 schools, colleges and communities.
•  Connect people to the forest and
 outdoors.
•  Develop creative learning, 
 teaching and leadership.
•  Contribute to learning for 
 sustainability.

THE FOREST AND OUTDOOR 
LEARNING AWARDS (FOLAS) 
ENABLE PEOPLE OF ALL AGES TO:

•  Gain practical knowledge of being,  
 working and leading in the forest 
 and outdoors.
•  Gain a national qualifi cation at 
 Scottish Credit and Qualifi cations  
 Framework (SCQF) levels 2-6, & 8.
•  Progress to employment or 
 education. FOLA level 5 - 8 are 
 recognised by the Forest School 
 Association.

WHAT WE DO
• Deliver courses and training 
 for learners
•  Support organisations to lead 
 courses and training
•  Provide accreditation for the Forest 
 and Outdoor Learning Awards
•  Support access for communities 
 to Lord Ancrum’s Wood at
 Newbattle Abbey College

WHO ARE THE COURSES FOR?
For learners and leaders of all ages who 
want to develop their knowledge, skills 
and leadership in the forest and outdoors.

ENTRY AND DURATION
•  Entry and duration of the courses 
 varies by level. 
•  Each level can be a stand-alone 
 or taken as a progression pathway.
•  Levels 2 - 4 focus on skills 
 development can be achieved in 
 2-12 months (depending on 
 programme) and start 
 with no entry requirements.
•  Levels 5,6 & 8 focus on 
 developing leadership.
 Entry requirement: 
 SCQF 4,5 and 7 respectively 
 or equivalent
•  Level 8 can take between 
 12 and 16 months.

APPLY NOW 
www.nac.ac.uk/forest-college/

For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.
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Adult
Achievement Awards

The awards are currently available on 
the Scottish Credit and Qualifi cations 
Framework (SCQF) at Levels 2–6. 

There are no entry requirements for 
the awards.

ORGANISATIONS CURRENTLY 
DELIVERING THE AWARDS 
INCLUDE:

•  Local authorities
•  Third sector organisations
•  Colleges

HOW DO THE AWARDS WORK?
In all of the levels, learners are asked to 
review and refl ect on the learning they 
have undertaken and plan for the future. 
This learning may have taken place within 
the past 12 months or can be something 
they are involved in at the moment. 
Work is completed at a pace and level
appropriate for the learner.

SUPPORT FROM NEWBATTLE ABBEY 
COLLEGE
Newbattle Abbey College is the national 
accreditation centre for the Adult
Achievement Awards. The college 
produces Learner Guides, Refl ective
Journals and Tutor Guides and organises 
training programmes for tutors.
The college also provides administrative 
support and quality assurance advice.

For further information please visit:
www.nac.ac.uk/adult-achievement-
awards/

or email: AAA@nac.ac.uk

Short Courses

Gaelic Language

Overview
Newbattle has been celebrating and 
promoting Gaelic language and
culture for several years and we 
continue to do so. With support 
from the Gaelic Language Act
Implementation Fund (GLAIF) and 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, we hope to continue 
to offer online Gaelic courses at 
different levels throughout the 
college year.

When available, courses will be 
advertised on our website:
www.nac.ac.uk

Beekeeping

Overview
Learn about the honey bee, the hive, 
how to carry out a hive inspection, 
the tools you need to start up a hive,
the problems you might encounter 
and, of course, how to harvest your 
honey! Observe practical bee handling 
in our college apiary and help put
together wax frames to prepare next 
year’s harvest.

When available, courses will be 
advertised on our website:
www.nac.ac.uk

Adult Achievement Awards give learners the 
opportunity to gain a qualifi cation for the learning 
they have undertaken in a variety of places including 
in the community, at work, in the home, in college 
and in volunteering programmes.

For more 
information visit 
our website or 
scan the QR code.



Support for
learning

The college welcomes students from a range
of ages, abilities, and backgrounds. We offer targeted 
support to people who have a range of support for 
learning requirements.

We aim to ensure that each student can 
participate fully in college life and achieve
their potential through the development 
of a personal learning support plan. 
In addition to this, we offer support to 
students who may have an undiagnosed 
learning need through screening 
procedures and one-to-one support. 

If you believe you have an additional 
learning need, please contact us before 
applying to discuss the additional 
support you may require.

We also encourage you to provide 
full details on your application form as 
this allows us to work with you to 
ensure your support can be in place at 
the beginning of your course. 
The service is confi dential and designed 
to be as supportive and person-centred 
as possible.

Care Experienced Students
The college welcome students who 
are care experienced. The term care 
experienced refers to anyone who has 
been, or is currently in care, or is from 
a looked-after background. In the 
academic year 2022-23, over 21% of 
our students across all courses are 
care experienced. There is no time limit 
on how long someone has been in care, 
or to the setting in which they spent 
time in care.

You may be adopted, have spent time in 
residential or foster care, lived with family
under kinship care or been looked after at 
home under a supervision order.

Our care experienced students have an 
identifi ed member of staff who they can
contact if they need help with any aspect 
of their academic, social or emotional 
well-being. The college has a care 
experienced forum, where we consult 
with our care experienced students on 
developments that can be made in the
college to support you.

If you believe you are care experienced, 
please contact the college prior to making
an application to fi nd out more about the 
support that is available.
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WHAT IS SCQF?
The Scottish Credit and Qualifi cations 
Framework (SCQF) promotes lifelong 
learning in Scotland. Through the 
Framework above, you can gain a better 
understanding of qualifi cations in 
Scotland and plan your future learning.

For further information, go to 
www.scqf.org.uk

Qualifi cations
explained

The Scottish qualifi cation system has a wide 
range of awards available. The college offers 
course from SCQF level 4 - level 7. 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATES 

National Certifi cates (NC) prepare 
people for employment, career 
development or progressing to more 
advanced studying at HNC/HND level. 
They also aim to develop a range of 
transferable knowledge including 
core skills. 

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 

Higher National Certifi cate (HNC) 
are offered by colleges, universities 
and main training centres. Higher 
National Certifi cates are specially 
designed to meet needs of employers. 
HN qualifi cations can also give 
candidates access to 2nd and 3rd year 
entry to university and membership 
to professional bodies.



SCQF 
LEVELS

SQA QUALIFICATION

12 PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

11 PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

10 PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

9 PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

8 Higher National Diploma,
Advanced Diploma

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

7 Advanced Higher Awards,
Scottish Baccalaureate

Higher National Certifi cate,
Advanced Certifi cate

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD

6 Higher Awards, 
Skills for Work Higher

National Certifi cate PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AWARD 

NATIONAL 
PROGRESSION AWARD

5 National 5 Awards,
Skills for Work National 5

National Certifi cate NATIONAL 
PROGRESSION AWARD

4 National 4 Awards,
Skills for Work National 4

National Certifi cate NATIONAL 
PROGRESSION AWARD

3 National 3 Awards,
Skills for Work National 3

National Certifi cate NATIONAL 
PROGRESSION AWARD

2 National 2 Award National Certifi cate NATIONAL 
PROGRESSION AWARD

1 National 1 Award

SCQF Framework

     QUALIFICATIONS OF HIGHER
     EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

APPRENTICESHIPS & SVQS

     DOCTORAL DEGREE Professional Apprenticeship

     MASTERS DEGREE, INTEGRATED MASTERS DEGREE, 
     POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA, POST GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Graduate Apprenticeship,
Professional Apprenticeship SVQ

     HONOURS DEGREE, GRADUATE DIPLOMA, 
     GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Graduate Apprenticeship,
Professional Apprenticeship, SVQ

     BACHELORS / ORDINARY DEGREE, 
     GRADUATE DIPLOMA, GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Graduate Apprenticeship,
Technical Apprenticeship, SVQ

     DIPLOMA OF HIGHER EDUCATION Higher Apprenticeship,
Technical Apprenticeship, SVQ

     CERTIFICATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION Modern Apprenticeship, SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship, 
Foundation Apprenticeship, SVQ

Modern Apprenticeship, SVQ

SVQ
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Accomodation

Not all student residences come with
their own 125 acre landscaped grounds. 
What a place to wake up to!
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Adjacent to the main college building 
and only a 10 minute walk from the 
centre of Dalkeith, the student residency 
is very conveniently located.

Our resident students have a network 
of woodland walks literally on their 
doorstep. 

Some of our students choose to stay 
on site in our fully equipped residency. 
The majority of the rooms are en-suite 
and there are shared kitchen, laundry 
facilities and social spaces.

All meals are provided by the college
and if you have any dietary requirements, 
just speak to a member of the catering 
team.

Finance
A Further Education bursary is available 
for eligible full-time students, aged 18 
and over, for the following courses:

• SWAP*

•  NC Social Sciences

•  NC Rural Skills

•  Preparation for Further Education

* Scottish Wider Access Programme

An Education Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA) is available for eligible students. 
The EMA programme aims to provide 
fi nancial support to 16 to 19 year olds
who are attending non-advanced learning 
in school, college or are on an Activity 
Agreement. It is also available to those 
who are home-educated.

For further details please contact

Administration Offi ce
Newbattle Abbey College
E: offi ce@nac.ac.uk
T: 0131 663 1921

HNC ASSOCIATE DEGREE: 
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND 
HNC HORTICULTURE 

Students ordinarily resident in Scotland 
have their tuition fees paid for them. 
You must apply to the Student Awards 
Agency for Scotland (SAAS) to have
your fees paid. Your entitlement to 
tuition fees and bursary support may 
be affected if you have already
undertaken degree level studies. 
You should consult SAAS for further 
guidance.

For further details please contact:

Student Awards Agency Scotland
Saughton House
Broomhouse Drive
Edinburgh, EH11 3UT

T:0300 555 0505
W: www.saas.gov.uk



How to fi nd us

By Bus
The college is a 10 minute walk from 
regular bus services to Edinburgh,
Midlothian and East Lothian:
Lothian Buses 3, 29, 49, 139 and 140. 

You can also take the Borders Bus X95 
(Edinburgh - Hawick). For the X95 service, 
ask the driver to alert you at the
 Newbattle Abbey College stop. 
Travel information is available at 
Traveline Scotland: 
www.travelinescotland.com

By Rail
The nearest railway station from 
Edinburgh Waverley is Eskbank. 
You can use the National Rail Journey 
Planner to fi nd the most convenient 
route from your location.

www.nac.ac.uk/fi nd-us/

Contact details
To speak to someone directly about 
any course, call us on: 0131 663 1921

Newbattle Abbey College is located 
7 miles south of Edinburgh

Newbattle Abbey College,
Newbattle Road, Dalkeith,
Midlothian, EH22 3LL

E: offi ce@nac.ac.uk
W: www.nac.ac.uk
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 “Don’t hesitate to put an
application in, just come! 
You won’t regret it.”  

Jimmy, current Access 
(SWAP) student. 



Start your journey at
Newbattle Abbey 
College
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